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“.. what agreement hath the temple of God with 
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THE only reason why one man is saved, and not another, lies not, in any 
sense, in the man saved, but in God’s bosom. The reason why this day the 
gospel is preached to you and not the heathen far away, is not because, [we 
the people], are superior to the heathen; it is not because we deserve more at 
God’s hands; His [chosen of America], in the election of outward privilege, is 
not caused by the excellency of the [American] nation, but entirely because 
of His own mercy and His own love. There is not reason in us why we 
should have the gospel preached to us more than any other nation. Today, 
some of us have received the gospel, and have been changed by it, and have 
become the heirs of light and immorality, whereas others are left still to be the 
heirs of wrath. But there is no reason in us why we should have been [holy 
called] and others [passed by]. [2 Timothy 1:9] CHS 


“There was nothing in us to merit esteem, 
Or give the Creator delight. 
“Twas ‘Even so, Father!’ we ever must sing, 
Because it seem’d good in Thy sight.” 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sovereign Grace Conference 2023 / Pastor Fred Evans 
Friday, February 24th, 7:30 PM, 
Saturday, February 25th, 11:00 AM, 
Sunday, February 26th, 11:00 AM 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 
“Doth this offend you?” 


“These things said He in the synagogue, as He taught in Capernaum” 
(John 6:59) 


HESE things said He in the synagogue, as He taught in Capernaum. Many 

therefore of His disciples, when they had heard this, said, this is an hard 
saying; who can hear it? When the Lord Jesus knew in Himself that His 
disciples murmured at it, He said unto them, “Doth this offend you?” 
Everything my Lord Jesus did when He was here in this world offended 
somebody—and you know He is still offensive today. He is the rock of offense 
[Romans 9:33]. For instance, His birth in a stable in Bethlehem was offensive. 
‘My, my, the Lord of Glory has no business being born in a cow stall!’ And that 
is offensive even today! Also, His common heritage offended men. He didn’t 
come from the high and mighty, and one person upon learning that Jesus was 
from the little [town] of [Nazareth] is quoted as saying, ‘Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth?’ His death on the cross of Calvary was offensive then and 
it is offensive now [Galatians 5:11]. [And] His second coming is offensive to so 
many religious people. It was offensive then—and it is offensive today. 
And here in our text we find that His preaching greatly offended people of His 
day. On many occasions when our Lord would speak, the people became so 
angry that they’d take up stones to stone Him. How then does the modern-day 
preacher hope to get along with the world and please the unsaved crowd, when 
they hated the Lord Jesus with such fury that they nailed Him to a cross? My 
dear friends, the world loves it own—it hates God’s people—it always has and 
it always will. Listen to John 15:19, “If ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 
In John chapter 6 verse 26, our Lord began preaching to the people. And after He 
brought this message, the people said... “This is an hard saying, who can hear 
it?” This is just too much for us! Our Lord met that quibble by asking, “Does 
this offend you?” And then He brought some more blessed truth (John 6 verses 
62 through 65), and then the crowd of about five thousand men, plus women and 
children, walked off and left Him. And then my Lord turned to the twelve and 
said, “Will ye also go away?” The crowd was offended by His Gospel—they 
stumbled at His Gospel. Everything they clung to was being attacked by His 
teaching on this occasion. And my friends, the Gospel of God’s sovereign grace 
—the Gospel of God acting in sovereignty offends people today just as much as 
it did here in John chapter 6. Yes it offended people then, and it offends people 
now. It will either drive people to the Saviour, or it will drive them away from 
Him. The Gospel will either save or it will condemn. But, blessed be God, the 
preaching of God acting in sovereign grace will always accomplish the purpose 
whereunto God Almighty has sent it! [Isaiah 55:11, AMEN!] —RB 


Comfort Proclaimed. 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God” (Isaiah 40:1) 


HAT a sweet title: “My people!” What a cheering revelation: “Their God!” 

How much of meaning is couched in those two words, “My people!” Here 
is speciality. The whole world is God’s; the heaven, even the heaven of heavens 
are the LORD’s, and He reigneth among the children of men. But He saith of a 
certain number, “My people.” Of those whom He hath chosen, whom He hath 
purchased to Himself, He saith what He saith not of others. While nations and 
kindreds are passed by as being simply nations, He says of them, “My people.” 
In [God’s] word there is the idea of proprietorship to teach us that we are the 
property of God. In some special manner the “Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob 
is the lot of His inheritance” (Deuteronomy 32:9). All the nations upon earth are 
His; He taketh up the isles as a very little thing; the whole world is in His power; 
yet are His people, His chosen, favored people, more especially His possession; 
for He has done more for them than others; He has bought them with His blood; 
He has brought them nigh to Himself; He has set His great heart upon them; He 
has loved them with an everlasting love, a love which many waters can not 
quench, and which the revolutions of time shall never suffice in the least degree to 
diminish [Jeremiah 31:3, Song of Solomon 8:7]. “My people!” O my hearers, can 
you by faith put yourselves in that number who believe that God says of them, 
“My people?” Can you look up to heaven tonight, and say, “My Lord, and my 
God: mine by that sweet relationship which entitles me to call thee Father; mine 
by that hallowed fellowship which I delight to hold with thee when thou art 
pleased to manifest thyself unto me as thou dost not unto the world?” Canst thou, 
beloved, put thy hand into thine heart and find there the [covenant deed] of thy 
salvation? Canst thou read thy title writ in precious blood? Canst thou by humble 
faith lay hold of Jesus’ garments, and say, “My Christ?” If thou canst, then God 
saith of thee, “My people;” for if God be your God, and Christ your Christ, the 
LORD has a special, peculiar favor to you; you are the object of His choice, and you 
shall be accepted, at last, in His beloved Son. How careful God is of His people; 
those of whom He says, “My people;” mark, how anxious He is concerning them, 
not only for their life, but for their comfort. He does not say, “Strengthen ye, 
strengthen ye my people;” He does not say to the angel, “Protect my people;” He 
does not say to the heavens, “Drop down manna to feed my people;”—all that and 
more also His tender regard secures to them; but on this occasion, to show us that He 
is not only regardful of our interests, but also of our superfluities [our anxious need 
to hear again of salvation accomplished], He says, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people.” He would not only have us His living people, His preserved people, but He 
would have us be His happy people too. He likes His people to be fed, but what is 
more, He likes to give them “wines on the lees well refined,” (Isaiah 25:6) to make 
glad their hearts. He will not only give them bread, but He will give them honey too; 
He will not simply give them milk, but He will give them wine and milk, and all the 
sweet things which their hearts can desire. “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people;” it is 
the Father’s yearning heart, careful even for the little things of His people. “Comfort 
ye; comfort ye,” —that one with a tearful eye; “Comfort ye, comfort ye,” —yon child 
of mine with an aching heart; “Comfort ye,” —that poor be moaning one; “Comfort 
ye, comfort ye—my people, saith your God.” [AMEN!] — CHS 


